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Overview:  The Communication discipline has a rich intellectual history stemming from the writings of some of the greatest thinkers in ancient times and continuing to develop today.  How has this happened?  How has the discipline taken its shape, and how will it continue to grow in new, ever more promising directions?   Part of the answer involves theory building.  Theories have been proposed, examined, tested, and either retained or discarded.  These theories, in turn, have provided the foundation for new theories which were proposed,  examined, tested and retained or discarded…and on it goes.  In this course, you will gain a clearer  understanding of the Communication discipline as a whole, and you will explore the vibrant relationship  between theory building, research, and knowledge.  You will examine key theories in detail, considering their  relationships with other theories and the insights they provide into human communication.  And you will create  and examine your own theories about communication behavior; in so-doing, you will become a part of the  centuries-old process that has created our current understanding of human interaction. 
Required Reading:


A First Look At Communication Theory by Em Griffin.  8th edition.  Boston:



McGraw-Hill, 2010.
Assignments:


Exam #1





=  12.5%


Exam #2





=  12.5%


Exam #3





=  12.5%


Exam #4





=  12.5%


Final Exam 





=  20%


Film Analysis Paper #1



=  12.5%




Film Analysis Paper #2



=  12.5%


Class Participation




=   5%

Course Rules:

1.
Generally, no make-up exams will be given.  Make-up exams for Exam #1, #2, #3, and #4 will only be given in cases of documented disability.  No make-exams will be given for the Final Exam.  Contact me immediately if you miss an exam.  If you have the appropriate documentation, a make-up exam will be scheduled.  If you do not have the appropriate documentation, you will receive a zero for that exam grade.  Please note that visiting the WCU Health Center on the day of an exam will not count as a documented disability.  If you miss an exam due to health reasons, you must supply me with the name and phone number of a physician who can verify that you needed to miss school that day.  
2.
All late film analysis papers will be lowered one letter grade for each day they are late.  All papers are due at the beginning of the class period in order to receive full credit.  Papers received after the start of class on the day they are due will be lowered 1/2 letter grade.  

3.
Class attendance is both required and expected in this course.  Attendance will be taken 


every day.  Every absence from class, excused or unexcused, results in a 10% deduction 


of your class participation grade.  [The only exceptions are for religious holidays and 


university sanctioned events.]  More than four absences will result in automatic failure of this 
course.   Late arrivals to class and leaving class early will also count toward absences.
4.
If class is cancelled for any reason, we will pick up exactly where we were during the next 


class period and I will adjust the syllabus for future class periods.  This means that if 


class is cancelled on a day when you are supposed to take an exam, the next time we 


meet you will take the exam.  Or if class is cancelled on the day you are supposed to turn in a 


paper, the next time we meet you will turn in your paper.  

5.
All electronic devices must be turned off prior to entering the classroom.  If you use a personal 


electronic device during class, that day will be counted as an absence.

6.
Incomplete (NG) grades will be given only in cases of catastrophe documented at the time the emergency occurs.

7.
Special Accommodations:  We at West Chester University wish to make accommodations for persons with disabilities.  Please make your needs known by contacting the course instructor and/or the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities at ext. 3217.  Sufficient notice is needed in order to make the accommodations possible.  The University desires to comply with the ADA of 1990.

Students who require special accommodations should speak to the instructor as early as possible about such accommodations.  No special accommodations will be provided retroactively.  

If you require special testing accommodations, it is your responsibility to set up any alternative test taking arrangements with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities.  Specifically, you must set up a time to have this Office proctor your exam, and this time must fall on the regularly scheduled exam date.  Students who fail to make such arrangements in a timely fashion (i.e. you cannot arrange a test-taking appointment with the Students with Disabilities Office because you contacted them too late) will have to take the exam with the rest of the class during its regularly scheduled time
Exams (4 exams = 12.5% each; Final Exam = 20%):


All exams in the course will contain multiple choice items.  All exams will cover the assigned reading material as well as course notes, class discussions, in-class examples, and in-class activities.  Exam #1, #2, #3, and #4 will each cover one-fourth of the course material.  The Final Exam is cumulative and will cover all of the course material.

Film Analysis Papers (12.5% each): 


For each of the Film Analysis Papers, you are required to watch a film, those listed have worked well in the past :

The Departed (2006) (R) 

Good Will Hunting (1997) (R)

Hotel Rwanda (2005) (PG-13)

Inception (2010) (PG-13)

Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001) (PG-13)

The Matrix (1999) (R)
Schindler’s List (1994) (R) 

The Shawshank Redemption (1994) (R)

Slumdog Millionare (2008) (R)

The Social Network (2010) (PG-13)
The Usual Suspects (1995) (R)


For each paper, after watching one of the film, you are expected to choose at least four concepts from four different theories to analyze.  The goal of the analysis papers is to demonstrate understanding of the chosen concepts through examples.  Please note that you may NOT use the same film for Paper #1 and Paper #2, nor may you repeat any concepts or any theories in Paper #2 that were used in Paper #1.  


Each of your papers should include:  An introduction in which you capture your reader’s attention and introduce the concepts and the film discussed in the paper; an analysis in which you explain each of the four course concepts in your own words and demonstrate each concept through examples from the film; and a conclusion in which you summarize the concepts discussed in your paper and articulate what you’ve learned from this assignment.


Each of your film analysis papers should be typed, double-spaced, and 4-5 pages in length.  You should follow the Guide to Writing Papers found in this syllabus.  A sample Evaluation Sheet appears at the end of this syllabus.

Class Participation (5%):  

You should come to every class period prepared and ready to contribute.  Attendance will be 
taken during every class period.  Your attendance in this course directly affects your class participation
 grade.  Every absence from class, excused or unexcused, results in a 10% deduction of your class 
participation grade.  [The only exceptions are for religious holidays and university sanctioned events.]  
More than four absences will result in automatic failure of this course.   Late arrivals to class and 
leaving class early will also count toward absences.
Guide to Writing Papers:     


The content of your papers is the most important aspect of your work and 85% of all paper grades are based on content.  However, format problems can obscure your meaning, and therefore, 15% of all paper grades are based on form.  Please follow the guidelines below:


1.
Papers should be free of spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors.


2.
Papers should be typed with standard margins (one inch margins on the top, 

bottom, and sides of each page).


3.
Papers should be typed with standard sized type.  I prefer Times New Roman font 



with 12 point sized type.


4.
Papers should be double-spaced with no extra spacing between paragraphs.


5.
Papers should not include sub-headings.


6.
Pages should be numbered.


7.
Papers should not include a title page, pages should be stapled together, and your 


name should be placed at the top of the first page. 

8.
Papers should be written in the first or third person, not in the second person 


(avoid the word “you” in your prose).

Some Definitions of Rhetoric

Plato:  Rhetoric is "the art of winning the soul by discourse."

Aristotle: Rhetoric is "the faculty of discovering in any particular case all of the available

                        means of persuasion.

Quintillian:  "Rhetoric is the art of speaking well."

Francis Bacon:  Rhetoric is the application of reason to imagination "for the better 

                        moving of the will."

George Campbell:  [Rhetoric] is that art or talent by which discourse is adapted to its

                        end.  The four ends of discourse are to enlighten the understanding, please

                        the imagination, move the passion, and influence the will.

A. Richards:  Rhetoric is the study of misunderstandings and their remedies.

Kenneth Burke:  "Wherever there is persuasion, there is rhetoric, and wherever there is 

                        rhetoric, there is meaning."

Erika Lindemann:  "Rhetoric is a form of reasoning about probabilities, based on 

                        Assumptions people share as members of a commununity."
1. Boethius: Confessions (Howell's translation) 
Rhetoric treats of and discourses upon hypotheses, that is, questions with a multitude of surroundings in time and place, and if at any time it brings up a thesis, it uses it in connection with its hyposthesis. These are its surroundings: Who? What? Where? By whose help? Why? In what manner? At what time?
4. Kenneth Burke: A Rhetoric of Motives 
The most characteristic concern of rhetoric [is] the manipulation of men's beliefs for political ends....the basic function of rhetoric [is] the use of words by human agents to form attitudes or to induce actions in other human agents. (41)
From <http://campus.northpark.edu/english/rhetdef.htm>:
5. Covino and Joliffe: Rhetoric: Concepts, Definitions, Boundaries (1995)
Rhetoric is primarily a verbal, situationally contingent, epistemic art that is both philosophical and practical and gives rise to potentially active texts.
7. Francis Bacon (1561-1626): Advancement of Learning
The duty and office of rhetoric is to apply reason to imagination for the better moving of the will.
8. Lloyd Bitzer: "The Rhetorical Situation" (1968)
In short, rhetoric is a mode of altering reality, not by the direct application of energy to objects, but by the creation of discourse which changes reality through the mediation of thought and action.
COM 219 – Communication Theory


Name ____________________

Film Analysis Paper

 


Grade ____________________

Introduction:







10% _____


Captures reader's attention?


Clearly introduces the film?


Clearly introduces the four course concepts?

Body:








65% _____


Follows organized structure?


Employs clear transitions?


Avoids overly lengthy quotations from



the textbook material?



the film?


Analysis includes:

Clear understanding of at least four concepts from 

four different theories?



Analysis includes appropriate examples from the film for each concept?



Analysis includes clear statement linking each example to each concept?

Conclusion:







 10% _____


Clearly summarizes the four course concepts?


Articulates what has been learned?

Paper Mechanics:






15% _____


Punctuation?


Spelling?


Wording?


Avoids 2nd person (“you”)?

Avoids the terms “normal,” “proves,” “feels,” and “etc.”?  


Sentence Structure?


Paragraph Structure?


Typing?


Page Numbers?

Proofreading?

